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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT'S PRESS CONFERENCE - APRIL 22 - ZAIRE 

1. THE FOLLOWING ARE NON- VERBATIM EXCERPTS ON ZAIRE EROM 
THE PRESIDENT'S CONFERENCE APRIL 22. 

2. Q: ARE WE GOING TO TRANSFER AMERICAN BATTLE TANKS IF 
SO, WHY? 

3. A:NO. NO DECISION HAS BEEN MADE ABOUT THAT. THE NEWS 
STORIES THAT HAVE COME OUT RECENTLY ABOUT THE POSSIBLE SALE 
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OF TANKS TO ZAIRE ARE A RESULT OF A STUDY THAT WAS DONE A 
YEAR OR SO AGO BEFORE I BECAME PRESIDENT. THIS QUESTION 
HAS NEVER COME TO MY ATTENTION SINCE I'VE BEEN IN OFFICE 
UNTIL THIS MORNING. I'VE MADE NO DECISION ABOUT SENDING 
TANKS TO ZAIRE AND I THINK IT'S HIGHLY UNLIKELY THAT I 
WOULD ADVOCATE SUCH A SALE. 
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3. Q: SENATOR CLARK HAS DESCRIBED ZAIRE AS A MILITARY 
DICTATORSHIP. HOW CAN YOU REGARD THIS AS A DEFENDER OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS? 


A: I'VE NEVER DEFINED ZAIRE AS A DEFENDER OF HUMAN RIGHTS. 

I KNOW THAT THERE ARE SOME PROBLEMS IN ZAIRE WITH HUMAN 
RIGHTS AS THERE ARE HERE AND MANY OTHER COUNTRIES. BUT 
OUR ERIENDSHIP AND AID HISTORICALLY EOR ZAIRE HAS NOT 
BREN PREDICATED ON THEIR PERFECTION IN DEALING WITH 
HUMAN RIGHTS. 

I THINK, AS YOU KNOW, OUR MILITARY AID FOR ZAIRE 

HAS BEEN VERY MODEST. WE'VE OBSERVED SOME STABILIZING 

OF THE SITUATION IN THE SOUTHERN PART OF ZAIRE LATELY... 

AND I THINK OUR POLICY IN SPITE OF THE INVASION EROM 
ANGOLA BY THE KATANGANS, HAS BEEN COMPATIBLE WITH OUR 
PAST POLICIES. 

4. Q: ARE THERE CUBANS THERE? 

A: I CAN'T CERTIFY TO THIS BECAUSE WE DON'T HAVE 
OBSERVERS ALL OVER THE SHABA REGION. OUR BEST INFORMATION 
IS THAT THE KATANGANS HAVE BEEN TRAINED WITHIN ANGOLA 
BY CUBANS. WE HAVE NO DIRECT EVIDENCE AT ALL THAT THERE 
ARE CUBANS WITHIN ZAIRE. 

VANCE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESIDENT, PRESS CONFERENCES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 22-Apr-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE091048 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: GHAMILTON:LA 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 40-081 4 

Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770428/aaaaaxnt.tel 

Line Count: 89 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 45108ea0-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 02-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2718866 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRESIDENT\’S PRESS CONFERENCE - APRIL 22 - ZAIRE 
TAGS: PFOR, SOPN, MOPS, AO, CG, US, (CARTER, JIMMY) 

To: KINSHASA PARIS MULTIPLE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/451 08ea0-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



